GROWING
SMART

Tip 1: Develop Sites Responsibly
Cutting back woody vegetation near rock faces
damages rock outcrop habitats and kills rare,
outcrop-associated wildlife. Develop new crags
and bouldering areas responsibly by developing
routes and boulder problems around existing
vegetation, rather than cutting vegetation back.

Tip 2: Limit Impacts at Staging Areas

Heavily-used staging areas at a crag are at risk
of erosion issues and other resource damage. In
extreme cases, this damage can cause climbing
areas to be closed. Develop formally-designated
staging areas at your climbing site to limit
impacts, and constrain users to these areas with
signage, barriers, and well-marked access trails.

Tip 3: Educate and Communicate

Be proactive about encouraging sustainable
climbing practices at your site through outreach
materials on kiosks and user engagement. Best
practices include minimizing brushing and chalk
use, refraining from cutting unofficial trails or
woody vegetation, and cleaning up after a climb.

Tip 4: Be Careful with Graffiti Cleanup

Climbers abhor graffiti, but removal methods—
including chemical removers and high-pressure
washing—can damage rock faces and Kkill
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